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Chair Taniguchi, Vice Chair Rhoads, and committee members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in Strong Support for House Bill 
2739 HD1. 
 
The Governor’s Office believes this bill is important to allow terminally ill patients to 
decide for themselves when and how their lives should end. We believe HB2739 HD1 is 
well-intended in a context of a robust continuum of palliative and hospice care, provides 
sufficient safe-guards for both patients and doctors to minimize abuse. 
 
We defer to the Department of Health and the Office of the Attorney General for any 
technical amendments which may be needed to clarify or strengthen the bill. 
 
We appreciate your attention and will be available to answer your questions, should you 
have any at this time. 
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Testimony in SUPPORT of HB  2739 HD1 

Relating to Health 
 
The HawaiÔi Psychological Association (HPA) wishes to offer testimony in support of House Bill 2739.  
HB 2739 Òestablishes a regulatory process under which an adult resident of the State with a medically 
confirmed terminal disease and less than six months to live may choose to obtain a prescription for 
medication to end the patientÕs life. Imposes criminal sanctions for tampering with a patientÕs request for 
a prescription or coercing a patient to request a prescription.Ó 
 
Living with a painful and disabling, medically confirmed terminal illness and the individualÕs control over 
end-of-life decisions may be the most difficult decision a person can make, and this is likely to be 
extremely emotional for the patientÕs families and loved ones.  There may be concerns of competency, 
being pressured, and the ability to effectively communicate their wishes that may be raised by those 
questioning the patientÕs ability to make a rational choice in the final stages of his or her life. 
 
HPA believes that this bill has robust safeguards in place to prevent concerns of possible abuse.  These 
protective measures likely provide the strongest safeguards of any state in our nation. There are also 
requirements for advanced licensed mental health professionals Ñ  psychologists, psychiatrists and social 
workers, to evaluate the patient to insure the decision to aid in the termination of his or her life is 
rationally considered and effectively communicated.  Such provisions will insure that a) the patient is 
cognitively competent to make the decision, b) the patient is able to obtain relevant health information 
they need, c) has effectively communicated questions to their providers, d) has weighed the risks and 
benefits of their choice, e) is referred for counseling when appropriate, and d) they understand the 
procedure in detail.   
 
Thank you for consideration of this testimony. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tanya Gamby, PhD 
President, HPA 
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together and when they know that their loved one was able to pass on without pain or worry or stress.  
 
As these other states of shown, the safety issue inherent in the drug itself can be easily managed. 
Providing this fundamental choice for the individual is a question of human rights.  
 
Please support this measure and do everything you can to make sure it becomes law. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Will Caron 
Social Justice Action Committee Chair 
Young Progressives Demanding Action 











HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Ching Pandy HI 96839-1124
Nelson Doug HI 96753-9668
Saito Ronald HI 96786
Musto Linda HI 96813-1011
Schamber Sharon HI
Lee Grace
Young Ray HI 96707
Mick Judith HI 96734-1854
Cup Choy Mel HI 96744-5213
Turney Marian HI 96821-1005
Wilcox Ashley HI 96761
Olson Susan HI 96740-4314
Katz Marcy and Robert HI 96822-2664
Katz Robert HI 96822-2664
Cooper Janet HI 96768
Bess Henry HI 96825
Positiere Angela HI 96734-2156
Kaknes Kathryn HI 96734
Fujimoto Shirley HI 96789
Iyo Joycelyn HI 96720
Kingsbury Marshal HI 96744
Fontana Bob HI 96790-8042
SOLIEN CAROL ANN HI 96740
Leverenz Nikos HI 96818-1110
Takesue Dex HI 96825-2892
Metzger William HI 96822-1420
Grange Malachy HI 96816-5633
Strickland Aluha HI 96817-1273
Ige Eleanor HI 96817
Hartman Sally HI 96712-1520
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Smith Stephanie HI 96706-4115
Schornstheimer Robert HI 96734
Schornstheimer Robert HI 96734
Lance Cindy HI 96822-1604
Fujimoto Frank HI 96744
Canton Pamela HI 96753-8617
McCluskey Judy HI 96707-2279
gawrys eileen HI 96706-3902
Saiki Kim HI 96734



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Yano Mimi HI 96812-4464
McCluskey Judy HI 96707
Hiramatsu Sandra HI 96782
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Kabir Dell HI 96755
Zane-Hartman Mari HI 96712
Squire Robyn HI 96707
Yoneda David HI 96805-1915
Hiraoka Nariyoshi HI 96734
Boyne Jonathan HI 96822-2158
Kibler Victoria HI 96740-9486
Radcliffe John HI
FLYNN CINDY HI 96744
Lance Cindy HI 96822-1604
Martens Nancie HI 96740
Nakamoto JO-Anne HI 96839-1424
Bush Georgine HI 96740-8676
Martin Martha HI 96779
Brock Carol HI 96768-9470
Wilson Nona HI 96785
Mersereau Selene HI 96734
Robson Maxine HI 96821-1603
Sliney George HI 96753
Taylor Camille HI 96761
Avery Alexandra HI 96734-2117
Black Martin HI 96734-4564
Reed R HI 96813
Scharff Karen HI 96822
Krishna Sankaran HI
Mick Judith HI 96734-1854
Summer-Brason Beata HI 96815
Fontana Bob HI 96790-8042
Boyles Kate HI 96734
Egged Molly HI 96734-3645
Doughty Stephanie HI 96744
Otsu D. HI 96826
Metzger William HI 96822-1420
Crowe Dougal HI 96790-7627
Meyer Luanna HI 96825
Yano Mimi HI 96812-4464



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Lee Rev. George M HI 96816
Rosof Louis HI 96815-4730
Stephens John HI 96837
Pollack Edward HI 96745
Ubersax Roberta HI 96795-1664
Smith Stephanie HI 96706-4115
Reyes II Joseph HI 96790
Olson Susan HI 96740-4314
Schamber Sharon HI
Wong Brenda HI 96819-3047
Murphy Sandra HI 96813
Blair Patricia HI 96734-2746
Blair Patricia HI 96734-2746
Kaknes Kathryn HI 96734
Nakamura Tamah HI 96815
Tizard Thomas HI 96734-4415
O'Brien Joseph HI 96823-3513
Arnold Stacey HI 96816-3628
Yee Sanford HI 96816
Palombo Stephanie HI 96816
Lazear Rich HI 96704-8324
Musto Linda HI 96813-1011
Iyo Joycelyn HI 96720
Trubitt Anita HI 96734-3518
Browning Judy HI 96817-1790
Amona Kaliko HI 96712
Ortiz Roxanne HI 96813
McCloughlin Jane HI 96740
Rawe Maria HI 96790-8116
silverman Madi HI 96734-5829
SLAKTER MALCOLM HI 96822
Laine Linda HI 96825
Ring Stewart HI 96791-9307
Griffith Valrie HI 96816-1906
Ware Diane HI 96785-0698
LEE BARON HI 96820
Katz Marcy HI 96822-2664
Smothermon Leonard HI 96825
Oura Lana HI 96793-3544
Stenger Judy HI 96749



HAWAI'I VOTERS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT MEDICAL AID IN DYING
We feel strongly that terminally ill, mentally capable adults should have the right to 

medication they can use to achieve a peaceful death.
LAST NAME FIRST NAME STATE ZIP
Segal Matsunaga Doris HI 96701
Kaknes Natalie HI 96744
Kaknes Natalie HI 96744
Sasaki P HI 96817-3524
Kim Jinja HI 96816
Head Dale HI 96792
Donnelly William HI 96778-8019
Hartman Sally HI 96712-1520
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Gates Syrlyn HI 96706
Positiere Angela HI 96734-2156
dancer lotus HI 96768-7403
Hartman Ralph HI 96712
Heller Darrienne HI 96708-5896
Ching Pandy HI 96839-1124
Irikura Beth HI 96819
Goodyear Brian HI 96816-1704
Lombardi Laura HI 96749
Young Darlene HI 96734-1915
Palmer James HI 96817-8277
Gaffney Janet HI 96709-0358
Ware Diane HI 96785-0698
Grange Malachy HI 96816-5633
Shields Michele HI 96744-4358
Erway Marjorie HI 96745-2807
Miller Chuck HI 96821-2535
Day Linda HI 96816-3336
Day Linda HI 96816-3336
Snapp Tina HI 96704-8312
Jordan Elizabeth HI 96792
Parks Susan HI 96707-3758



































































































































































































































https://www.compassionandchoices.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Compassion-and-Choices-HI-Press-Conference3-1.pptx
https://www.compassionandchoices.org/compassion-choices-hawaii-applauds-afl-cio-vote-to-support-medical-aid-in-dying-legislation/
https://www.compassionandchoices.org/compassion-choices-hawaii-applauds-afl-cio-vote-to-support-medical-aid-in-dying-legislation/
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http://www.abqjournal.com/news/metro/08232859metro01-08-11.htm
http://lifewayresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Sept-2016-American-Views-Assisted-Suicide.pdf
http://lifewayresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Sept-2016-American-Views-Assisted-Suicide.pdf
http://www.medscape.com/features/slideshow/ethics2016-part2#page=2
http://www.ldysinger.stjohnsem.edu/ThM_590_Intro-Bioeth/15_palliative_care/2003%20Lancet%20-%20The%20use%20of%20opioids%20and%20sedatives%20at%20the%20end%20of%20life.pdf
http://www.ldysinger.stjohnsem.edu/ThM_590_Intro-Bioeth/15_palliative_care/2003%20Lancet%20-%20The%20use%20of%20opioids%20and%20sedatives%20at%20the%20end%20of%20life.pdf
http://www.ldysinger.stjohnsem.edu/ThM_590_Intro-Bioeth/15_palliative_care/2003%20Lancet%20-%20The%20use%20of%20opioids%20and%20sedatives%20at%20the%20end%20of%20life.pdf
http://annals.org/aim/article/746344/epidemiology-pain-during-last-2-years-life
http://www.medscape.org/viewarticle/712261
http://public.health.oregon.gov/ProviderPartnerResources/EvaluationResearch/DeathwithDignityAct/Documents/year19.pdf
http://public.health.oregon.gov/ProviderPartnerResources/EvaluationResearch/DeathwithDignityAct/Documents/year19.pdf


http://www.eutanasia.ws/hemeroteca/t336.pdf
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